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before the coming of europeans aboriginal communities lived within territories
defined by complex ritual cycles of song dance symbol and ceremony knowledge of
these boundaries and frontiers was in the keeping of senior custodians in traditional
communities this continues to be the situation today white australians belatedly
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acknowledge aboriginal land rights and the special significance of sacred sites this
makes an understanding of the boundaries vital to the achievement of basic land
and sea rights for aboriginal people unfortunately over much of the continent
knowledge of boundaries has been lost or is in danger of being lost in this work two
political geographers explore the nature of aboriginal boundaries and their
contemporary implications in four detailed case studies they challenge many of the
assumptions which have underpinned the involvement of white advisers the result is
a timely study which raises important questions about an issue of national
significance

the dispossession of indigenous peoples by conquest regimes remains a pressing
issue this book unlike most other books on the subject contrasts two different
colonial administrations first the chinese ging empire then from 1895 the japanese it
shows how under the chinese legal system the ging employed the chinese legal
system to manage the relationship between the increasing numbers of han chinese
settlers and the indigenous peoples and how although the qing regime refrained
from taking actions to transform aboriginal land tenure nevertheless chinese settlers
were able to manipulate aboriginal land tenure to their advantage it goes on to
examine the very different approach of the japanese colonial administration which
following the meiji restoration of 1868 had begun to adopt a western legal
framework demonstrating how this was intentionally much more intrusive and how
the japanese modernized legal framework significantly disrupted aboriginal land
tenure based on extensive original research the book provides important insights
into colonisation different legal traditions and the impact of colonial settlement on
indigenous peoples

indigenous australians play an important role in the development of regional
economies compared to the non indigenous population indigenous peoples are more
likely to be located in predominantly rural regions however significant gaps in socio
economic outcomes with non indigenous australians remain and these gaps are
larger in rural regions the report provides three key recommendations to improve
economic outcomes for indigenous australians

this book examines whether australia s constitution should be reformed so as to
enable the country to fulfil its obligations under the united nations declaration on
the rights of indigenous peoples which it ratified in 2009 the book surveys the
history of the constitutional status of australia s indigenous peoples from the time of
colonisation through to the current debate on indigenous constitutional recognition
however it argues that the term indigenous constitutional recognition implying that
mere acknowledgement of the existence of indigenous peoples is sufficient to meet
their legitimate expectations misrepresents the nature of the project the country
needs to engage in the book argues that australia should instead embark upon a
reform programme directed towards substantive and not merely symbolic
constitutional change it argues that only by the inclusion in the constitution of
enforceable constitutional rights canthe power imbalance between indigenous
australians and the rest of society be addressed taking a comparative approach and
drawing upon the experience of other jurisdictions the book proposes a
comprehensive constitutional reform programme and includes the text of
constitutional amendments designed to achieve the realisation of the rights of
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australia s indigenous peoples it ends with a call to improve the standard of civics
education so as to overcome voter apprehension towards constitutional change

this study examines the historical context of aboriginal indian métis inuit socio
economic development in canada depicts current trends and future developments
offers models for the formulation of successful development strategies and looks at
longterm prospects and serves as a text for those studying the field for the purpose

of professional training

critique of davis and prescott aboriginal frontiers and boundaries in australia and
map davis s australias extant and imputed traditional aboriginal territories uses
anthropological and linguistic evidence to expose inaccuracies and lacunae in book
and map appended are comments on the davis map by regional specialists
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